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Bocce, anyone?
No. not tennis. No, not golf. It’s s :
bocce, (pronounced bah-che), a sport that is NG

‘ thousands of years old — and still played in the ) X
backyard of one prominent Marietta attorney. €
Matt Flournoy and his wife, Joanne, built a lighted \QJ‘
bocce court 25 years ago in the backyard of their Marictta X

home. They have enjoyed entertaining a wide variety of groups
and educating them on “the game.”
“We thought it would be fun to have a bocce court in the back-
yard — not a swimming pool,” says Flournoy, an attorney for 25
years with Flournoy Law Firm. “We found bocce to be a good group

- - . v game and great icebreaker for parties.”
- - . . - .
o Py - - g - - Flournoy said he first saw the game played in Italy and France
,b‘ 4 ol iy ¥ while he was a communications officer on the USS John Rodgers.

v . a Naval destroyer in the Mediterranean. I watched the natives
. ”_ A - play and they were having lots of fun,” says Flournoy.
! He left the Navy in 1981 and entered law school at the
University of Georgia. The couple married in 1982 and
Flournoy passed on his love of bocee to his new

bride. They have traveled to Florence, ltaly. »
Southern France, California and New
York to watch bocee in action.



Georgia Memorial Park
Juneral Home & Cemetery

Georgia Memorial Park Funeral Home & Cemetery,
serving the metro area for over fifty years, is devoted
to delivering the highest level of service and satisfaction

possible to families. We are committed to excellence
daily by each member of our staff. As an honored
Dignity Memorial™ provider, we are empowered to
create a meaningful service.

Contact us to find out how a Dignity Memorial
Provider can be of benefit to your family and
receive a valuable Personal Planning Guide.

2000 Cobb Pkwy SE
( m » Marietta, GA 30060
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Above left, Joanne Flournoy adds a
point for herself onto the scoreboard.

Above, Matt Flournoy keeps his eyes on
the ball while tossing it down the court.

Their beautiful backyard gardens
have a bocce court front and center.

It measures 60 feet long and 12 feet
wide and is made of granite dust.
Their gardener of more than ten vears,
Joe Ivey, works his magic each spring
to transform their yard into a beautiful
garden setting, says Flournoy.

“I have a deal with Joe that, 1f he
won't practice law, 1 won’t garden,”
Flournoy says with a grin.

Joanne, a legal assistant at the
Flournoy Law Firm for 23 years, says
she likes the way the game is played in
two teams. “The game teams people
up and we usually break couples up
and put them on separate teams,” she
says. “By the end of the game, they
are no longer strangers and they feel
like they know ecach other because they
played a common game.”

A varicty of groups have enjoyed
the Flournoys™ hospitality, including
members of the Georgia Supreme Court
and Court of Appcals. the Georgia Trial
Lawyers Association, First Baptist
Church of Marietta Sunday School
classes, and the Marietta Kiwanis Club
(they gave member Matt a new set of
bocee balls for his 50th birthday).
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Joanne Flournoy throws her ball
down court while trying to take the
lead from her husband.

And what about all those balls? The
large balls weigh about two pounds
cach and are thrown gently (and skill-
fully) on the court to try and hit the
“palino™ or small, lightweight ball. The
closer, the better. And the Flournoy
“Rules of Bocce™ are, like the law, very
strict:

Wear all white when playing (a nod
to the U.S. Navy white uniform that
Matt wore, but Flournoy says players
also photograph better at night in
white);

No heels allowed. Players can wear
flats only, because heels dig into the

granite dust court surface. i i - '\’
A list of rules and a detailed descrip- - GUIDED BY
tion of bocce can be found on the 3 ; NNADPACCT 1
Flournoy Law Firm Web site at ‘ r ( ( ) 1\11 ‘J\B\l()\
www.fmslaw.net under “Interesting INT AT I
Info” — including instructional and past 1 T AORY-/ A DVENTIST l,\ \ ()\ i-\ l [()\
party videos. LIVIVINT =73 ; '_\_ LN AN I \['-rl l
Although the Flournoys have HOSPITAI /
enjoyed the game as a couple, they also \T < -
enjoy introducing it to others and the

great fellowship that follows. “It has
been a blessing to us,” says Flournoy of

this international game that looks a lit- 3949 South Cobb Drive, Smyrna, GA 30080
tle like American bowling. -
And what does “bocee”™ mean? It 770-436-3162 www.emoryadventist.org

means “kiss’ in ltalian, because you
want the large ball to “kiss’ the palino,”

says Flournoy. Now that’s amore. B CoBB LIFE June/July 2010






